[Number of training positions in obstetrics and gynecology in France: results from a national survey of trainees].
To evaluate of the actual and optimal number of training positions in obstetrics and gynaecology in France. Between February and April 2004, we performed a survey of French trainees in obstetrics and gynecology on the available and optimal number of positions for training in their department according to the activity. We also performed a count of the trainees in obstetrics and gynaecology in France. There are 817 trainees in obstetrics and gynaecology in 26 towns in France. They are trained in 177 departments, of which 55 are academic and 122 non-academics. There are 571 positions for training in Obstetrics and Gynaecology: 334 in academic departments and 237 in general non-academic departments. There is therefore 0.7 position per trainee in obstetrics and gynaecology. Trainees estimate that there is a need and a possibility for at least 50 more positions. There is an uneven distribution in trainees between academic departments in Paris and elsewhere in France. Trainees consider possible the opening of at least 50 more training positions in obstetrics and gynaecology.